
Only 100,000 earned
a bachelor’s after 6 years

Just 33% of students who 
started community college 
in fall of 2007 transferred to 
a four-year school

Of the students who 
successfully transferred, 
only 42% went on to get 
a bachelor’s within 6 years 
of starting

We tracked 720,000 
community college 
students who started in 
the fall of 2007 in pursuit 
of a college credential

1.7 million students start 
community college each year

10% increase

70,000 additional bachelor’s degrees

Increasing the transfer rate is a job for both two- and 
four-year colleges. Download “The Transfer Playbook,” 
a detailed guide for two- and four-year colleges to help 
more students transfer and earn a bachelor’s degree. 

If we increased the transfer rate among all new students at 
community colleges by 10 percentage points, there could 
be about 70,000 more students earning bachelor’s degrees 
EVERY YEAR.

Tackling
TRANSFER

Source: “Tracking Transfer: New Measures of Institutional and State Effectiveness in Helping 
Community College Students Attain Bachelor’s Degrees”
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Too few students managed 
to make the leap

Even when they transfer, 
we’re still failing them

http://www.aspeninstitute.org/publications/transfer-playbook
http://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/tracking-transfer-institutional-state-effectiveness.html
http://www.aspeninstitute.org/policy-work/college-excellence
http://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/index.php
www.publicagenda.org
http://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/tracking-transfer-institutional-state-effectiveness.html

